
    

MINUTES 
 

SPECIAL MEETING OF 
CITY OF ALAMEDA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2005 
(Meeting held in Room 201, City Hall West, Alameda Point) 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 

Chairman Kelly called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
Present: Chairman Kelly; Commission Members: Abrate, Dahlberg, Lindsey, 
Parker, Schmitz, Stieg, and Wetzork 
Absent: Commission Members: Holzman 
Development Services Staff: Debbie Potter, Jennifer Ott 

 
MINUTES 
 

1. Minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 17, 2005 

Motion (Wetzork), seconded and unanimous (with abstention by Parker) to 
approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 17, 2005 as submitted. 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS – PUBLIC 

(None) 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

2. Request for EDC review and comment regarding possible modifications of 
Section 30-15 of the Alameda Municipal Code regulating Work Live Studios 

Judith Altschuler of the Planning Department was in attendance to answer the 
EDC’s questions and report the EDC’s comments back to the Planning Board. 
Public speaker: Lil Arnerich spoke regarding the history of Measure A and stated 
that he agreed with the EDC’s comments made at the February 17 meeting in 
support of Work/Live in the Northern Waterfront as a tool for economic 
development. Mr. Arnerich, however, recommended against extending Work/Live 
beyond the Northern Waterfront. Motion (Parker), seconded and unanimous that 
the EDC re-affirms the existing Work/Live Ordinance, to be applied as a tool for 
economic development to specific buildings in the Northern Waterfront. 

 
At this time, Ms. Potter introduced Jennifer Ott, the new Development Manager in the 
Development Services Department. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

3. Status report regarding the Northern Waterfront General Plan Amendment 

Presentation made by Judith Altschuler of the Planning Department. Updated 
information will be posted on the City’s website the week of March 28. The EIR 
will be out in two months. Due to concerns about the potential for litigation, Mr. 
Wang has changed his plans for the Del Monte Building – he is no longer 
proposing work/live units but instead working with the Housing Authority 
regarding the possibility of providing Guyton Units along with retail. Ponderosa 
Homes will no longer be the developer at Grand Marina – the new developer will 
be Warmington Homes. The EDC’s recommendations to apply the Northern 
Waterfront policies beyond the project area - from Main Street to the Fruitvale 
Bridge - are being applied in these areas as appropriate. This report was provided 
for information only; no EDC action was requested. 

4. Presentation of the Alameda West Strategic Retail Implementation 
Recommendations 

Presentation made by Linda Congleton. (A copy of the PowerPoint presentation is 
attached for reference.) Ms. Potter stated that this study would be presented to the 
CIC on April 5. This report was provided for information only; no EDC action 
was requested. 

5. Project Updates 

a) Bridgeside Shopping Center – Ms. Potters stated that Mr. Wiele had nothing 
new to report. 

b) South Shore Center – Ms. Potter relayed information provided by Mike 
Corbitt: 

• Building 600 (Beverly’s) is finished. 

• Building 100 (Trader Joe’s) is close to being completed. 

• New Safeway work has started – the parking lot is fenced off and the 
detour signs are up. 

• The former Beverly’s (new Safeway) and Sizzler buildings will be 
demolished in the next few weeks. 

• Safeway is scheduled to open in mid-November 2005. 

• Walgreens is scheduled to open in early 2006. 

• Negotiations are underway with prospective new tenants. 
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REPORTS 

6. Oral Report: Commission Member Parker: EDC Liaison to the APAC 

Commission Member Parker stated that APAC jointly sponsored a community 
meeting with the Transportation Commission on March 23 regarding 
transportation issues related to Alameda Point. The focus was on transportation 
over the waterway, off the island as opposed to inter-Alameda or intra-Alameda 
Point transportation. Oakland may be interested in partnering with Alameda on 
this. One option is an aerial tramway. Report accepted. 

7. Oral Report: Commission Member Wetzork, Chair of the Webster Street Strategic 
Plan Task Force 

Commission Member Stieg was asked to give the report as Commission Member 
Wetzork had left the meeting at 9:15 p.m. The Third Community Forum was held 
on Tuesday, March 22. Presentations will be made to the EDC and City Council 
for their acceptance of the Webster District Strategic Plan. Report accepted.  

8. Oral Report: Commission Member Parker, Liaison to the Transportation 
Commission 

(This item was addressed in item no. 6.) 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

9. APAC agenda packet (Readers File) 

10. CPO Routings and Interdepartmental Requests for Comment 

11. CRA Redevelopment Journal 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS – COMMISSION MEMBERS AND STAFF 

• Commission Member Dahlberg stated that he had requested that an update regarding 
the proposed Koi Nation Casino be placed on the EDC’s April 21 agenda. Staff 
confirmed that this item had been agendized. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was unanimously adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Debbie Potter 
Base Reuse and Redevelopment Manager 
 
DP:rv 


